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their means of getting into action, or of keeping clear of
the shot of an enemy; and can judge as well as others, of
the influence of the same wind upon all alike, and can
estimate the preponderating evidence undeniably stand-
ing against the Niagara until Commodore Perry assumed
command of her, and to this fact all, excepting those be-
longing to that vessel, bear ample testimony; and that
their opinions are corroborated by the British officers, who
could have been influenced by no personal views.

I have sent to Captain Stephens all the papers of any
importance within my possession, in reference to the sub-
ject. The principal mass of documents are in the hands
of Mr. Hazard of New Port, who was many years ago
appointed by the Legislature of The State of Rhode
Island, to write the Biography of my brother, and who
under the plea of still being engaged in the work, insists
on retaining them.

I am, Dear Sir,

Very Respectfully

and Truly Yours,

M. C. Perry

TO PAUL FENIMORE COOPER, COOPERSTOWN

Philadelphia, March 3oth, 1839
My dear Boy

I have taken the duty of writing this letter on myself,
and in order that you may learn how to communicate
news, I shall at once tell all mine, without circumlocu-
tion. We have moved to Union Street, No, 79, remain-
ing, however, with our old landlady, who was obliged to
quit her house. We are better lodged and much genteeler
than before, though other matters are not essentially im- This would be half price as regards a tavern,
